
 
 

 
Meeting Minutes 

College Council 

via Zoom Meeting 

Tuesday, March 24, 2020, 9:00 a.m. Kline Foundation Boardroom 

MEMBER ATTENDANCE 

x Sylvia Brown x Kim Dorton x Preston Layne 

x Harriette Arrington x Cliff Ely x Dale Lee 

 Nora Blankenbecler x Peggy Gibson x Val Lee 

 Tim Blankenbecler x Mike Gilley x Vickie Ratliff 

 Jeri Bledsoe  Sarah Gilliam x Cindy Ringley 

x Beth Boggs x Amy Greear x Cliff Ely 

x Lelia Bradshaw x Kristy Hall x Kim Rasnick 

x Tommy Clements x Melissa McKinney x Ron Vicars 

x Grayson Cothron x Susan Kennedy x Kristen Westover 

x Sally Crabtree x Jessica Ketron   

     

CALL TO ORDER 

Members of the College Council meet today via Zoom Meeting at 9:00 a.m.  

MINUTES 

Minutes of the last meeting were distributed electronically to all Council members. There were no 

corrections submitted and the minutes stand approved. 

President’s Update – Dr. Kristen Westover 

Dr. Westover provided the following updates: 

 
Information/Discussion Items(s):  

Today’s College Council discussion was the ongoing COVID-19 situation and MECC’s Plan for Continuation 
of Operations 
 
Dr. Westover shared that as a recap of yesterday’s email regarding MECC’s “Plan for Continuation of 
Operations”, the college continues its efforts to implement the constraints required to minimize the impact 
of COVID-19 on our campus and in our communities. As of last week, MECC was already preparing to 
operate under Level 2 of our pandemic flu plan due to direction from the Commonwealth of Virginia 
limiting groups to 10 or less and encouraging remote work options when possible. As of today: 

 MECC remains open but will deliver all courses via remote/hybrid delivery 
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 Transition to telework for at risk-employees who indicate a desire to self-isolate 

 Employees will primarily work virtually, with key public-facing offices remaining open to support 
students 

 Continue appropriate cleaning procedures 
 
Dr. Westover shared that late yesterday afternoon the Governor issued Executive Order 53 but mentioned 
that the college has already taken action on most of the issues (see attachment #1).  As of today, the Red 
Fox Grill dining area will be closed but will continue to prepare take-out orders; Fitness Center will be 
closed to the public.  
Dr. Westover will participate in a conference call today with the VCCS regarding Executive Order 53 
recommendations but does not expect much change unless we move to Level 3 which is a confirmed case 
on our campus. Dr. Westover plans to update Council members of any new guidance after her call with the 
VCCS.  
 
Following a lengthy discussion concerning remote telework (who is working remotely and who is not) and 
closure of offices, the President’s staff will meet after guidance from the 10:15 a.m. conference call with 
the VCCS and will clarify some of the issues addressed during this meeting.   
 
 
As a follow up of today’s meeting, please see the email below that was sent to all employees at 4:00 p.m. 
today:  

 MECC is aware of three confirmed cases of COVID-19 in our service region. All of us at Mountain 
Empire Community College are committed to the health and safety of our students, faculty and staff 
as well as the communities we serve. Beginning Thursday, March 26 at 8 a.m., all MECC offices both 
on campus and at the Center for Workforce and Innovation of Appalachia (CWIA) will be available 
via virtual presence only (telephone and email). All MECC services will continue to be provided via 
online and telephone access during regular business hours, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. by 
calling 276.523.2400.   Students and the public are encouraged to reach out to the College by phone 
before visiting the campus.  MECC’s campus/parking areas will remain open to the public for 
students to access free Wi-Fi.  Those requiring assistance with enrollment, advising, financial aid, or 
other needs are also encouraged to visit our Student Resource page for direct contact information. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

Peggy Gibson, Recorder 

https://www.mecc.edu/student-resources-covid-19/

