








The Mountain Empire Community College Foundation’s Promise 
Program guarantees all high school graduates in our service region 
tuition-free community college. 

The Promise Program is intended to help students who have plans 
to enroll in community college post high school, or those who go 
directly to employment.

To qualify, students must maintain a 2.0 GPA, be continuously 
enrolled up to two years or 72 credit hours up to completion of 
their first associate degree; provide proof of residency in Lee, 
Dickenson, Scott, or Wise county or the city of Norton; complete a 
FAFSA and submit required documentation annually; and complete 
the MECC Scholarship Application annually.

Great Expectations is part of a statewide initiative that serves 
current and former foster care youth. We provide resources, tools, 
information, and guidance to support our participants in reaching 
their educational and career goals. We also help them overcome 
day-to-day life stressors so they are able to transition into a 
healthy and successful adulthood.

Great Expectations is designed to help guide former foster youth 
through college. Some students need help with job applications or 
career choices. Others need more immediate support like housing 
and food. The GE Coordinator works with each student to identify 
their needs and to come up with a plan to meet those needs.

To learn more, contact Christina Fraley at 276-523-9030  
or cfraley@mecc.edu.

APPLY FOR THE G3 PROGRAM
Select your career path.

Apply to MECC.

Fill out the FAFSA or FANTIC application.

Contact an advisor to plan classes and confirm 
financial aid.

Enroll in your first classes.

You do not have to apply for these funds separately.
You will be identified based on the eligibility 
criteria and program of study and awarded funding 
automatically.

1

2

3

4

G3: GET A SKILL, 
GET A JOB,  
GET AHEAD
What is the G3 program?

The G3 Program is a tuition assistance program for 
any Virginia resident who qualifies for in-state tuition 
and whose family income falls below an identified 
threshold. Eligible students may enroll in designated 
programs leading to jobs in high-demand fields.

For a list of G3 eligible programs visit:  
www.mecc.edu/paying-for-college.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE G3 PROGRAM?

Any Virginia resident who:

•	 Qualifies for in-state tuition

•	 Has a total household income of less than or equal  
to 400% of the Federal Poverty Level

•	 Is enrolled for a minimum of six credit hours in  
a Virginia community college

•	 Has applied for federal and/or state financial  
aid programs

HOW DOES G3 TUITION ASSISTANCE WORK? 

G3 assistance makes up the difference between  
what federal or state financial aid pays for and the  
cost of tuition, fees, and books. This means if you  
enroll in a G3-eligible certificate or degree program, 
you must first complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

You may also be required to provide documentation  
of household income or eligibility for federal 
assistance. If you want to come to school and get 
certifications or a degree that leads to a career,  
we can find money to make it happen—through G3  
or other funding.
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PROMISE PROGRAM
Your future. Your opportunities.

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
Fostering powerful change.
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STEPS TO ENROLLMENT
•	 Apply for admission at www.mecc.edu/apply. 

•	 Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) at www.studentaid.gov. MECC’s school code 
to include on the form is 009629. Apply for  
MECC Foundation Scholarships at  
www.mecc.edu/paying-for-college. 

•	 Register for an advising session by visiting 
www.mecc.edu/advising.
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FINANCIAL AID
Full- and part-time students who are enrolled in a 
program of study at MECC may apply for financial aid  
to take credit classes. Audited classes are not eligible 
for financial aid.

DEADLINES TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID 
(FAFSA)

Although you can file the online FAFSA anytime, it is 
best to complete the FAFSA by the priority deadline 
of May 1st of the year that you plan to attend MECC. 
This ensures that you will receive consideration for 
all available aid that you might qualify for. You must 
complete the FAFSA at least two weeks prior to the first 
day of class of the first semester you attend. Financial 
aid may come in the form of grants, scholarships, or a 
work-study position (part-time job). 

START YOUR FOUR-YEAR DEGREE HERE
Interested in a four-year degree? Start at MECC.

TRANSFER VIRGINIA
Students who graduate from MECC with an associate's degree and a minimum grade point average may obtain 
GUARANTEED admission to more than 30 of the Commonwealth’s colleges and universities, including:

Appalachian College of Pharmacy

Averett University

Bridgewater College

Christopher Newport University

Eastern Mennonite University

Emory & Henry College

George Mason University

Hollins University

James Madison University

Longwood University

Mary Baldwin University

Marymount University

Norfolk State University

Old Dominion University

Radford University

Randolph College

Roanoke College

Shenandoah University

Sweet Briar College

University of Lynchburg

University of Mary Washington

University of Richmond, School of 
Professional and Continuing Studies

University of Virginia

UVA-Wise

Virginia Commonwealth University

Virginia Military Institute

Virginia State University

Virginia Tech

Virginia Wesleyan University

Washington and Lee University

William & Mary

When you start studying for your degree at a community 
college, you’ll pay less for the same core courses. 
We offer services like one-on-one advising sessions, 
transfer fairs, course-equivalency planning, campus 
visits, and assistance with college applications. 

HOW TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID

•	 Visit www.mecc.edu/paying-for-college.

•	 For more information on creating your FSA ID, please 
visit the “Create an Account (FSA ID)” website at  
www.studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch.

•	 Complete the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) at www.studentaid.gov and use the MECC 
school code 009629 on the application.

MECC offers the following two-year degree programs 
designed to allow students to transfer to a four-year 
university or find immediate employment following 
graduation:

•	 Business Administration

•	 Education

•	 Engineering

•	 General Studies

•	 Liberal Arts

•	 Science

•	 Software Engineering

For more information on transfer programs at MECC, 
visit www.mecc.edu/directory/arts-and-sciences.
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Mountain Empire Community College is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to 
award the associate degree. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 
1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097 or call 404.679.4500 
for questions about the accreditation of Mountain Empire 
Community College. Normal inquiries about the institution, such 
as admission requirements, financial aid, educational programs, 
etc., should be addressed directly to the institution and not to the 
Commission’s office. Degree programs are approved by the State 
Council of Higher Education for Virginia, and are also approved for 
listing in the U.S. Office of Education directories for participation 
in various federally sponsored programs of student aid and 
educational assistance. The College is authorized by the Veterans 
Administration to certify students to receive veterans’ benefits and 
is approved by the Department of Health and Human Services for 
students who receive Social Security and Vocational Rehabilitation 
benefits. The Respiratory Therapy program is accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care. The Nursing 
program is approved by the Virginia State Board of Nursing and 
accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in 
Nursing (3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 850, Atlanta, GA 30326). 
The Practical Nursing and Nursing Assistant programs are approved 
by the Virginia State Board of Nursing. The Emergency Medical 
Services Technology program is accredited by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs. The Phlebotomy 
program is approved by the National Phlebotomy Association.

It is the policy of the Virginia Community College System and 
Mountain Empire Community College to provide equal employment 
and educational opportunities for all persons without regard to  
race, color, religion, national origin, political affiliation, veteran 
status, gender, age, or sexual orientation and for all otherwise 
qualified persons with disabilities. This policy permits appropriate 
employment preference for veterans. This institution promotes and 
maintains educational opportunities without regard to race, color, 
sex, ethnicity, religion, gender, age (except when age is a bona 
fide occupational qualification), disability, national origin, or other 
non-merit factors.  This institution prohibits sexual harassment 
including sexual violence. The following person has been designated 
to handle inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies: Vice 
President of Financial and Administrative Services. The following 
person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding student 
misconduct or equity issues based on gender: Dean of Student 
Services. The following person has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding employee misconduct or equity issues: Human 
Resource Manager. For more information, contact 276.523.2400, 
3441 Mountain Empire Rd., Big Stone Gap, VA 24219. Virginia relay 
users dial 711. 

To view our full non-discrimination, student achievement, and 
accreditation information, visit www.mecc.edu/consumer-
information.
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